[OPERATION: RAZIT]
Reddit is a lost cause. It's time to raze it.

This text is hereby released by its author(s) into public domain. Feel free to use it, copy it, edit it, to your heart's desires. 
Last edit: 2023/June/14

It's a long wall of WORDS WORDS WORDS but most sections can be read independently. 



[0]== TABLE OF CONTENTS / SUMMARY ===

0. TABLE OF CONTENTS / SUMMARY (You're here.)
1. WHAT IS GOING ON??? (Reddit screwing with its users, again. Reddit going kaboom.)
2. WHY IS REDDIT EVEN DOING THIS? (To kill third party apps + money from big companies from LLM training.)
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9. WHY NOT JUST DELETE THE CONTENT? WHY GIBBERISH? (It forces API prices to go down, and discourages new users from joining Reddit.)
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__________________________________

[1]== WHAT IS GOING ON??? ===

In April 2023, Reddit announced it's moving its API to a paid model, so to use you'd need to pay for it. The platform promised reasonable prices, "unlike Twitter". However, in June, Reddit revealed those prices - and they're insane! For example, the Apollo dev would need to pay to Reddit Inc. twenty million dollars a year; but it isn't just Apollo, none of the other third party apps can afford such prices!

This affects negatively the third party app users, who are a big chunk of the Reddit userbase. (Potentially the majority.) That's because most Reddit users are on mobile, the official app sucks, and Reddit aggressively pushes users out of its own mobile site.

Blind users are specially affected. The official app doesn't work with text-to-speech, but plenty third party apps do. Reddit is telling its blind users "we don't care about you", even after so many lying claims to fight against exclusion and discrimination. And even if Reddit backpedalled a bit and claimed accessibility apps would be exempt from the exorbitant API access costs, that only applies to non-profit ones. Apparently Reddit Inc. thinks app devs don't need money to eat and live.

That change also affects moderators directly, as they rely on third party apps to moderate subreddits. Reddit threw a bone at them too, saying that third party mod tools would have free API use; but plenty of those mod tools are in the third party apps that would be not exempt from the chopping.

In turn, less mod tools = more junk in Reddit. It is not just about shitpost, but spam and sometimes outright illegal stuff. Those unpaid volunteers are the reason why you don't see drug selling or child porn in the platform. Plus, would you moderate for free in a site that doesn't care about you and outright removes your ability to moderate in first place??

Users started protesting against the platform and its company. In special, moderators locked down eight thousand subreddits in protest, between June 12th and 14th. Plenty of those subreddits will keep the protest indefinitely, or until Reddit forces the subreddits to open against the wishes of the ones managing them.

In the meantime, all the answers coming from the company and its CEO and founder u/spez (Steve Huffman) have been dismissive of the community. Some even insulting (yes). 

It is clear that Reddit is a lost cause. It hasn't been the first time that the platform bites the hand of its own community, and it will not be the last. It's time to go away, and to raze the ground behind.

(In case that you don't know what's API: Application Programming Interface. It allows apps to browse, comment, post, vote, etc. in Reddit.)

__________________________________

[2]== WHY IS REDDIT EVEN DOING THIS? ===

Likely for two reasons.

First reason: because they want to data mine users and show them a lot of advertisement, and they can only reliably do it through their official app. But since that app sucks, lots of people use third party apps. And a good way to kill those third party apps, while claiming "no, we're just doing businesses!", is to demand exorbitant prices for them to operate.

Second reason: Large Language Model, or LLM for short. There are big businesses out there willing to pay Reddit for API access, even at exorbitant prices, so they can use the content of your posts and comments to train bots with. (You'll get nothing from this, BTW.)

At the end of the day, everything is related to the IPO (Initial Public Offering - when the shareholders of a company allow the public to buy its shares). The current shareholders and CEO want to make Reddit look profitable in the short term, and they're willing to destroy the value of the site in the long term to do so.

__________________________________

[3]== LLM? EXPLAIN LIKE I'M FIVE! ===

A large language model (LLM) is a way to train bots (programs that send messages on their own, including spam). It does this by feeding the bot with huge amounts of text written by human beings, without caring too much about its content or context, in the hopes that the bot "learns" how to speak a bit more like a human, and also to give the bot some useful information.

A lot of big companies are developing their own bots through LLM. Google, Microsoft, Facebook, Amazon, just to name a few. 

What if there was a site out there full of forums where people keep sharing their stuff with each other, including tutorials and the likes? There is one, it's called Reddit. 

However, a LLM doesn't really create content. It only reproduces it. So if you're feeding the bot with gibberish, it won't speak like a human being, nor it would have useful info. It'll output only gibberish. You're "poisoning" the bot, as feeding that data to the LLM will make the bot worse, not better.

Those big companies know it. And if the Reddit platform is full of gibberish, they would not be so eager to train their bots with it. The content there becomes less valuable.

__________________________________

[4]== BUT WHAT IF REDDIT... ===

Reddit won't revert the API changes, period. And even if it did, the company already showed its face. Reddit Inc. is not with you, Reddit Inc. is against you.

Firing u/spez won't matter either. He was one of the co-founders of the company, and he's its current CEO; of course the company itself agrees with all that u/spez has been saying and doing.

__________________________________

[5]== BLACKOUT INDEFINITELY! PROBLEM SOLVED! ===

That won't work. Eventually Reddit might simply force the subreddits to open again, no matter what the moderators or other users think about it. And perhaps even remove the moderators, so it can replace them with people who hate your guts.

Even if you might dislike a few moderators, remember that the majority of them are decent people, genuinely concerned about their communities - including you. The ones that Reddit would put on their place will certainly not care about you, they'll be people who are as eager to show you the middle finger as Reddit itself is doing. 

__________________________________

[6]== WHAT SHOULD WE USERS DO? ===

Stop using Reddit.
Start using alternative platforms. 
Migrate your content (posts, comments, anything helpful) to those platforms.
If you're a mod: coordinate with your community to migrate your subreddit to another site.
Replace your content in Reddit with gibberish. 
Keep protesting!

The writer(s) of this text humbly ask people to do all those things. However, even if you do only a few of them, you're already helping and you already deserve a big THANK YOU.

__________________________________

[7]== MIGRATE? BUT THE OTHER PLATFORMS ARE BAD... ===

Those platforms might not be perfect, but plenty of them will get better over time, and they will become better once you start using them. Reddit however is only becoming worse and worse: even the users who stay in Reddit will be less eager to contribute with a platform showing them the middle finger.

Check the links for a list of potential alternatives.

__________________________________

[8]== BUT IF YOU REPLACE YOUR CONTENT IN REDDIT WITH GIBBERISH, THE INTERNET WILL LOSE INFORMATION! ===

While people saying this usually have good intentions, they don't see the whole picture.

Most Reddit content, up to March 2023, is archived and stored in torrents. This content would not be lost, no matter what you do with the copy in Reddit. (Why March? Because it's when Reddit killed Pushshift access.)

You can - and should - migrate any of your quality content elsewhere. It could be to an alternative, or your own site/blog, it's up to you. It's your content.

No matter if you remove your from Reddit or not, it will be eventually lost. The company behind Reddit is exploiting its value for the sake of short-term profit - the platform will eventually go down, and so will all content produced there! Or at the very least the company will decide to "clean" the older posts and comments there, to reduce data consumption (or some other bullshit).

But the biggest problem is: when you leave your content in the platform, other people are encouraged to contribute with it there, instead of doing it elsewhere. This new content will be also lost, once Reddit goes downhill. So by leaving your content there, in the long run, you're making the internet less informative, not more! It's a perverse incentive.

By the way: no, it is not illegal to do this. It's literally your content. The most that can happen is that Reddit bans you, but this should not matter in the long run.

__________________________________

[9]== WHY NOT JUST DELETE THE CONTENT? WHY GIBBERISH? ===

Two reasons:

1. It makes Reddit data less valuable for big businesses who could potentially buy API access from Reddit Inc., for the sake of their large language models (LLM). As such, it's a way to force Reddit to reduce API prices.
2. It discourages potential new users from using the site, and encourage them to contribute elsewhere. You don't want to see gibberish, you want to see content.

__________________________________

[10]== HOW DO I REPLACE MY CONTENT WITH GIBBERISH? ===

If you're tech-savvy, the tutorial is simply three steps:

1. Generate the gibberish. You can use any random word or syllable generator for that.
2. Open Power Delete Suite, Redact, or any app/script/whatever that allows you to mass edit your comments.
3. Copy the gibberish from that random generator into the mass editor. Activate it.

If this is still too hard for you, don't worry - here's a step-by-step tutorial, using one random generator and one mass edition tool as example.

1. Open https://www.zompist.com/gen.html . Remove the line saying "ki|či". Click "generate". You'll get some random babble like "topioi kabi brete i kropra", copy it somewhere.
2. Open https://codepen.io/j0be/full/WMBWOW . That is the site for the Power Delete Suite. Follow the instructions there, so you can use Power Delete on your Reddit account. (Note: it edits stuff too, not just delete!)
3. Open https://old.reddit.com/user/me/overview . That's your Reddit profile. Use Power Delete on it, as instructed above.
4. [Optional] Check the box saying "prepare local backup of items", if you want to save your content elsewhere.
5. Uncheck "remove comments" and "remove posts". You want to *replace* them with babble, not *remove* them.
6. Check "Edit comments / self posts". It should open an input box for text. Remember that babble from step 1? Paste it here. Then click "process".
7. Just wait!
8. [Optional] Click to download the backup of the items.

__________________________________

[11]== LINKS ===

To know better what's going on:
    https://techcrunch.com/2023/06/09/reddit-ceo-doubles-down-on-attack-on-apollo-developer-in-drama-filled-ama/
    https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-65855608

List of Reddit alternatives. In alphabetical order. Some are content-focused, some are more general.
    https://join-lemmy.org/instances - the Lemmyverse, a huge federation of instances (mini-Reddits). Pick whichever you like the most - you'll still be able to interact with content from other instances. You can also build your own instance if you so desire!
    https://kbin.social/ - can also interact with content from the Lemmyverse above, but it has a different structure.
    https://news.ycombinator.com/ - Hacker News, a forum specialised on tech and related matters.
    https://tildes.net/ - Tildes. Largely a Reddit clone, minus Reddit Inc.
    https://gist.github.com/zpangwin/8be46c8314d3288504f13863d9fbae1b - other alternatives. There are too many to list here.

Gibberish generators:
    https://www.zompist.com/gen.html - generates random babble. Make sure to remove the "ki|či" line.
    https://randomwordgenerator.com/ - a random word generator.
    https://www.lipsum.com/ - lorem ipsum generator. It's random babble, but in Latin.

Mass edit/delete:
    https://codepen.io/j0be/full/WMBWOW - Power Delete Suite. 
    https://redact.dev/ - works also for other forms of social media

__________________________________

[12]== LAST WORD ===

"I think the problem Digg had is that it was a company that was built to be a company, and you could feel it in the product. The way you could criticise Reddit is that we weren't a company – we were all heart and no head for a long time. So I think it'd be really hard for me and for the team to kill Reddit in that way." - Steve Huffman, aka /u/spez, Reddit CEO. 

(This aged like an avocado.)